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nonetheless a genuine desire to form a

functional and hopefully beneficial working
relationship.

There was unanimous agreement that Bus

President’s corner

Ben Romanowski, President, Bus SA

T

he Board met last week, and of

particular interest to you will be our

discussion about the recent creation

of the South Australian Public Transport
Authority Advisory Board (SAPTA).

Thus far we know very little about SAPTA’s
remit. On the surface it appears that

SAPTA’s creation is the means to apparently
solve all public transport woes, and

that its stated mission is to “inform the

development of a comprehensive public

transport strategy that is customer focused,

more reliable, accessible and better suits the
needs of South”. The problem is, it doesn’t

Michael Apps, Executive Director, BIC

SA will engage the SAPTA Board to inform

A reminder of the upcoming national

and Government to help advance public

20. At the time of writing this, the main

them of our desire to work with them

conference in Canberra November 17 to

transport in SA. We will offer a briefing on

accommodation venue was nearly sold out.

our policy priorities for South Australia,

based on Moving People SA. After that – we

hope to meet with them, and I will keep you
posted on progress.

I urge you to get onto your accommodation
arrangements sooner than later as hotel
rooms in Canberra during spring time

can get expensive. The latest program,

The Board also discussed the SURA Achiever

accommodation, travel and local deals are

a nomination from your organisation. This

movingpeople.com.au.

Award and encourages you to put forward

is a great opportunity for a South Australian
to attend the Bus Industry Confederation

Conference in Canberra and gain knowledge
from around the world about moving
people.

regularly updated on the conference website
The Department of Infrastructure, Transport,
Cities and Regional Development will be
at the conference to engage with bus

operators on their National Heavy Vehicle
Charging Pilot program.

I’m happy to announce that as part of

the changes to Bus SA’s structure Lauran
Huefner has been appointed to a casual
vacancy on the Board, enabling him to
speak publicly on our behalf.

appear to have any discretionary funding,

Speaking of the next AGM, it will be held

us nothing practical about how SAPTA will

attend. Time and location details will come

let along any new funding, and that tells

on November 26 and I encourage you all to

operate on a day-to-day and policy basis.

later.

On behalf of industry it’s important that

BIC National Conference
Update Nov 17-20

Ben Romanowski

The National Pilot is an innovative industry
partnership that is testing potential direct
road user charging options for heavy

vehicles through a series of On-Road Trials.
A Large Scale On-Road Trial is planned
to commence in 2020 and the federal

government is seeking participants of all

sizes from the Bus Industry across all states
and territories.

Representatives from the Department will be

we understand the SAPTA mission and

at the conference to talk with interested bus

be a metropolitan focussed body, to the

Pilot can be found online at: infrastructure.

agenda. We have concerns that it will

operators. Information about the National

detriment of regional areas. We have

gov.au/nationalpilot.

SA Government Policy

Government Relations Update

Lauran Huefner, Director Government Relations, Bus SA

T

hings are a little quiet on the western front, which may mean
nothing, but for the Government it is probably good news.
The Minister is presumably quite happy that someone else

is in the hotseat for the moment (that person is, of course, the
treasurer).

In truth the public transport functions of DPTI are effectively on hold
whilst the 1st tranche of AdelaideMetro tenders are considered, and
they await submission on the 2nd group. Add to that the need to
actually work out the impact of SAPTA, and it’s not surprising that
not much is happening.

But from our end there will be an increased push to deal with MPs
and engage with SAPTA as Ben has raised above. I plan to re-

visit regional MPs over the coming months to discuss SAPTA with

them, and, in particular, the need for a vision and plan for regional
public transport to be actively included in the SAPTA Agenda. It

seems nonsensical that a Government agency – SAPTA – does not
consider the 400000 odd regional residents of South Australia as

Governments, regardless of colour are not that interested in making
the investment necessary.

Perhaps the creation of SAPTA is the opportunity to make the

changes needed. What we do know is that there are some good

policy minds on the SAPTA Board, and that they can work with their

public servants to deliver the right outcome – provided the Treasurer
allows it.

I encourage you make contact and build a relationship with your
local MP – it could be the difference in the Party Room between
getting the decision they want or the decision your community

needs. As always I am more than happy to discuss our policies with
you and meet with any Member of Parliament who represents your
interests. Feel free to contact me at lhuefner@bussa.asn.au or call
me on 0410 422 040.

Please feel free to email me if you have any questions or would like
to discuss further.

a very important group in need of attendtion. A no-brainer one

Lauran Huefner

would think, but decades of neglect is showing that successive

lhuefner@bussa.asn.au

Industry profile

L

eaders in their field, Firestorm Fire Protection supply fire

protective equipment to companies around Australia and the

world. Their compact and unique bus product, Fogmaker, is a

high-pressure fire suppression system for engine compartments and
enclosed spaces.

It has a water mist suppression system which both cools down and

chokes a fire. At the same time, a foam additive effectively prevents
the fire from reigniting.

Fogmaker systems are used extensively worldwide, with over 150,000
units sold since 1995. Fogmaker Australia is 100 per cent Australian
owned and operated.

“Fogmaker has that extended discharge duration plus excellent
cooling properties to prevent reignition of fire,” Mick said.
Firestorm installs protective equipment on:
•

public transport buses (single and double decker)

•

school and community buses

•

private bus fleets (single and double decker)

“Passengers and operators are obviously the most critical element

•

Manager. “It’s vital to have time to safely evacuate.

Have a chat with Mick about helping you to improve fire safety on

on a bus,” says Mick Hall, Firestorm’s National Business Development
“When you’re conducting a risk assessment for bus fire suppression
you must consider how long it takes to safely evacuate everybody
and look at a system with an extended discharge time.

•

long haul coaches
mini buses

your fleet. Contact him on 0402 208 358 or by email at
michael.hall@firestormgroup.com.au.

Firestorm is a proud Bus SA Bronze partner.
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View from Canberra

Bus and coach national update

Michael Apps, Executive Director, Bus Industry Confederation

School transport - a missed opportunity

F

rank Oliveri, a well-known Queensland bus operator (Uncle

Frank to me) says that school transport is a missed opportunity
for governments, the industry, the community and the nation.

He has been saying this for a long time. I think he has annoyed most
people in the industry to do something in this space for many years,

still is, but he does have a point and the real discussion is how we go
about increasing school bus patronage levels as an industry.
Can anyone explain why school bus travel is a “stand alone,

ginger haired step-child” to the rest of the passenger transport
task. Whoops I think I was not PC then, sorry to all ‘rangas’ and
stepchildren and school bus operators.

It seems a no brainer that parents
and children concerned about climate
change would support more and better
alternatives to get to school.
In these days of serious concern about climate change being

climate change would support more and better alternatives to get
to school.

With increased and improved school services, including measures

of child safety, parents would be more inclined to let their children
catch the bus and play their direct part in contributing to a

reduction in greenhouse emissions from cars (by far the biggest
polluter) and educate the next generation on future transport
choices and why the car should not be the first option.

Maybe Australian governments need to get together and think
about this and agree some strategies to increase school bus

patronage, perhaps have a double patronage target on school

buses and reduce the number of school trips by car. Just saying?
And, of course, bus is the flexible transport service provider that can

make all the difference. This is a real area that State Associations

could focus to have state and territory governments increase school
bus services and patronage and possibly seek federal government
support for such initiatives that address amongst other things,

greenhouse emissions from transport and a congestion busting
strategy for the Prime Minster in the peak travel periods.

responsible for the end of everything as we know it very soon, it

The trick is getting state and territory governments to commit to

school.

overall transport strategy and not just services that seems to be

confounds me that only about a quarter of kids catch the bus to
The majority it seems are transported in cars every morning and

afternoon mainly in our cities where most people live, and traffic

school bus and ‘travel to learn’ transport services as part of the

based on historical reasons developed before cars were common.
I am sure we can do better than we currently are for huge benefits.

congestion and environmental concern are largest. Yet it seems

Michael Apps

governments in all states and territories do not see school bus travel
as part of the solution to these major national challenges for cities
and growing regions.

What would it take to make school bus travel 50% of all trips to and

Save the date!

comes to congestion reduction. Surely there is a need to focus on

The 2019 Bus SA AGM will be held in
conjunction with the next Board meeting on...

from school? We all see what happens in school holidays when it
how school transport in a car can be reduced.

Part of the answer must be better school and transport services, be
they dedicated school bus services or to use PT services generally.

26 November
You are cordially invited to attend, location TBA

It seems a no brainer that parents and children concerned about
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In the office...

EO’s Report

Andrea Overall, Executive Officer,
Bus SA

W

ith about 6 weeks under my belt at Bus SA, I’m still

working to get a handle on the business side of this
complex industry.

My priority has been getting the website and our other public

facing information up-to-date and consistent, so that we have a

solid base from which to get messages out into the world. I’ve also
started increasing Bus SA social media activity not just by posting,

Wbut by engaging with other organisations and politicians on both
sides of the divide. This is a vital way to raise awareness, seed key
messages and build profile.

The next steps will be to develop a communications plan that will
give Bus SA a framework we can use to start broadcasting our

2025 Agenda policies. We hope to find lots of innovative ways and
mediums to get the messages out there. Watch this space!

I’ll also be looking at enhancing the information we get out to you,
our members and partners. In this Member Alert you’ll see out first

Are you Ready To Tender?
Ready To Tender is a new self-help online resource that guides

businesses through the process of applying for government tenders.
It is targeted mainly at businesses looking for smaller contracts
(under $4 million) or those tendering in their own right.

The resource is made up of four modules designed to help you:
1. assess whether your business fits in with the services needed
2. understand the tender and its rules
3. plan and manage your response
4. review, submit and get feedback
If you want a better chance of success in the tendering game, check
out readytotender.industryadvocate.sa.gov.au.

Industry profile – on Firestorm Fire Protection. I will be pestering
more of you for future profiles in the fullness of time.

Here in the office we’re also working on this year’s Annual Report
and planning for our 2019 AGM, coming up on 26 November as

Bus SA Achiever Award

If you want to ask me anything, to make any suggestions, or need

The Bus SA Achiever Award is a great opportunity to recognise and

do get in touch!

There are so many hardworking people in our industry who –

mentioned elsewhere in this newsletter.

any help/advice on all things communications and marketing please
Andrea Overall
Tel: (02) 8269 1077
Email: admin@bussa.asn.au

reward excellence in your organisation.

day after day, year after year – strive for excellence and deliver
outstanding products and services.
TELL US ABOUT THEM

2019 Bus Expo & Maintenance
Conference

Nominate your achiever by 11 October to admin@bussa.asn.au,
letting us know their name and why they’re your achiever.
WINNERS = GRINNERS

This time next week it will be all hands on deck at the BusVic Expo &
Maintenance Conference, at the Melbourne Convention Exhibition
Centre (MCEC). It’s not too late to get your hands on a ticket as
there are still delegate registrations available.
Get your tickets online at:
busvic.asn.au/public/events/future-events/2019-maintenanceconference-bus-expo

S ee

?

The successful nominee wins a trip
to the November BIC Conference,
which this year is in sunny
Canberra, in November.

All flights, accomodation and conference fees paid for by the good
folks at SURA Australia Bus and Coach.
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Gold Partners

Silver Partners

Bronze Partners

